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Abstract

Louth County Council, the Roads Service NI (Department for Regional Development) and the
National Roads Authority are currently proposing a Road Scheme, the A1/N1 Newry-Dundalk Road.
The route consists of 14.2km of 2-lane dual carriageway with 5.7km of associated link roads from
Cloghoge roundabout, south of Newry to the Ballymascanlan interchange north of Dundalk. The
proposed route was tested for archaeological and historic remains during Phase 1 of the project,

after which this site was determined eligible for further archaeological excavations.

The site comprised of an area measuring 21m north to south by 18.30m east to west. The site was
situated in a low-lying area at the bottom of a large slope, which lies further to the north. Therefore,
the site was very water logged. The area of archaeological interest was located at the north end of
the site. Three field boundaries or ditches and two pits were found. None of the features could be
deemed definitely archaeological. They all appear to be post medieval/modern constructions. Sherds

of post medieval pottery were found in the upper fills of two of the field boundaries/ditches.

The lack of artifacts retrieved from the site hinders close preliminary dating of the features
investigated. The three ditches or field boundaries are not stratigraphically linked. The two pits are
discreet features from each other but there is a stratigraphic link between the pits and two of the

ditches. One pit cuts one of the ditches and the other pit is cut by the north most ditch.

All the features on this site appear to be because of agricultural practices possibly associated with

the nearby old farmhouse.
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north to south but this may have been due to space restrictions and the nature of the underlying

bedrock preventing a true east to west burial.

Several initial radiocarbon dates have been obtained for a number of skeletons on the site. The
earliest of these had a date range of AD 390 to 550 while the latest dated AD 790 to 1000. These
suggest that the cemetery was very long lived, and as the skeletons appeared on site to post date the
earlier enclosing phases it is possible that the original foundation may date to the Late Iron Age with
settlement and occupation continuing into the early medieval period. However given that there is up
to a 200 years date range for each skeleton then it is entirely possible that the cemetery could have

had a much shorter life span.
The finds from the site ranged from numerous sherds of pottery, metal pins (iron and bronze/copper)

blue glass beads, spindle whorls, bone combs and pins, iron knifes, a lead ingot, several millstone

fragments, a small clay crucible and iron slag.
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2 A Description of the Works Carried Out

2.1 Reason for the excavation
The principal objectives of the Roads Service in implementing the scheme are to improve the
conditions for road users by reducing journey times between the major commercial centres, together
with an improvement in road safety. The specific objectives are:

e To contribute to the improvement of the Regional Strategic Transport Network and major

transport links with Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland;
e To reduce vehicle operating times and costs;
e To facilitate freight transport;

e To improve road safety and improve pedestrian and cycle access and safety.

2.2 Excavation methods

2.2.1 Phasing

The road works have been divided into 2 phases: Phase 1 included (a) the archaeological evaluation
of known sites, possible sites and areas of archaeological potential and (b) the recording and
evaluation of standing buildings/structures at identified locations. Phase 2, reported here, includes the

resolution of any sites identified by the works.

2.2.2 Desk top study
A desktop study of archaeological and cultural heritage sites was reported in the Environmental
Impact Statement for the project (RPS 2002a, 236; 2002b). A particular emphasis was paid to sites

with 1km of what was then the proposed route alignment.

2.2.3 Phase 1 archaeological testing
Area 15 was considered an area of high archaeological potential, situated in good farmland within an
archaeologically sensitive landscape. The potential for uncovering settlement sites was investigated

and evaluated under Phase 1 of the contract by means of test excavation.

The Phase 1 report discusses the archaeological findings within Area 15, at Faughart Lower
townland, between chainages 13330-13700. The testing was carried out by Eoin Halpin of ADS
under project sub number A002/006 between the 15" and 26™ November, 2004. Trenches totalling
3212 square metres were investigated, that is 10.9% of the Area 15 total (McConway and Dawkes,
2005c¢).
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The purpose for and the methodology employed in the Phase I testing included:

e To fully expose, investigate, record and resolve archaeological deposits uncovered in and all
deposits associated with these.

e A supervisor, two assistants and two general operatives carried out resolution of the
archaeological features described above.

e An appropriate area was opened over the features under archaecological supervision to the
latest archaeological horizon or to the upper surface of natural geology, whichever occurs
first. The area will be manually cleaned and examined for further archaeological deposits.

e All archaeological deposits were surveyed in to a site grid and in relation to their position on
the road.

e All deposits were recorded and investigated by methods appropriate to their nature and
complexity using best archaeological practice.

e Methods used included sectioning, planning and photographing the deposits, investigating
the stratigraphic relationship with other deposits if appropriate, compiling a written record of

the deposits via a context sheets.

As it was determined likely that additional subsurface archaeological deposits would be associated
with the known features it was also recommended that an appropriate area around each feature be
topsoil stripped. All features exposed from the stripping were to be fully investigated. If it became
apparent that these features form part of a more extensive archaeological landscape then it was
recommended that an appropriate area be opened up on plan in order to fully investigate and record

any discovered features.

2.2.4 Phase 2 archaeological excavations

Recording strategy. Recording was by means of ‘best archacological practise’ with the primary
records of these excavations consisting of written and drawn records, photographs, survey data, finds
and samples. The stratigraphic record was primarily made on context record sheets, of the standard
type used by ADS. These are supplemented by information from the site daybook, photographs,
notebooks, plans and sections. Field surveying equipment consisted of an Ashtech DGPS surveying
suite, which allowed real-time data collection with horizontal accuracy of 0.005m +1ppm and vertical

accuracy of 0.010m +2ppm.

All Phase 2 archaeological excavations were carried out in accordance with the Specification for
Archaeological Rescue Excavation on Known Sites document (ADS 2005). Field methods included:
e An appropriately sized area around each of the deposits was fenced off and access to these

areas by machinery and personnel denied until they have been resolved.
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e The removal of topsoil was by judicial use of a machine fitted with a toothless bucket under
the constant supervision of a suitably qualified archaeologist.

e All trenches were excavated to the latest archaeological horizon or to the upper surface of
natural geology, whichever occurred first. If archaeological features were revealed these
deposits were in the first instant, cordoned off using high visibility tape and access to these
areas by machinery denied.

e All deposits were hand investigated using methods appropriate to their composition, nature
and date and time was allowed for the archaeologist to undertake the appropriate level of
recording.

e The level of recording depended on the nature and extent of the archaeological remains
encountered. All deposits were recorded on plan (in relation to the site grid), photographed
and if appropriate, their location surveyed in advance of hand excavation.

e Excavation of deposits was carried out by sectioning using methods appropriate to their
composition and nature.

e Contexts were sampled for palaeobotanical material, radiocarbon dating, soil
micromorphology, petrology, wood identification, etc.

e All sections and cut features were photographed and drawn.

e The position of all finds and samples were recorded in three-dimensions (when practicable)
in relation to the site grid.

e Sampling strategies depended upon the dimensions, make up and complexity of the
archaeological remains encountered.

e A day book was maintained where all archaeological features were recorded in writing
utilizing ADS context sheets, scaled field illustrations and by both slide and digital
photography.

e All finds were logged according to context, bagged and catalogued.

e A contract conservator was on call if necessary.

e All finds are stored in our post excavation unit at Kells, Co. Meath and will ultimately be
stored in whatever facility the State will provide.

e Excavation or preservation by record was carried out on archaeological deposits that will be

impacted on by the construction of the road scheme.

2.2.5 Health and safety documents

It is the policy of ADS to comply with the Health & Safety at Work Acts and the Construction
Safety, Health & Welfare Regulations and to ensure so far as reasonably practicable the safety, health
and welfare of all employees whilst at work, and to provide such information, training and

supervision needed for this purpose. To comply with these acts and regulations the works were
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conducted following the procedures and principles laid out in the company health and safety
document (ADS 2003). Special attention to health and safety will be paid in areas close to rivers,
streams, woodland, marshy ground and overhead power lines. ADS can confirm that the excavation

crews all hold a valid safe pass certificate.
2.2.6 Staff involved

Patricia Ryan—was the site supervisor; Tara Clarke and Jakub Kaczprak were site assistants and John

Clarke and Raymond Balfe were general operatives.
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3 Excavation Records-Phase 2

This report details the results of the excavation that took place from 5™ through 14™ December 2005
at Area 15, Site 118, under the direction of Peter Bowen. The site consisted of an area measuring 21m
north to south and 18.3m east to west. The site sloped downwards towards the north and was a very
waterlogged area. The area of archaeological interest was situated at the north end of the site. Three

field boundaries or ditches and two pits were found.

3.1 Results of the excavation
Six features were found in total, three field boundaries or ditches (009), (023), (022); two pits (008)
and (012) and a test trench (024).

The field boundary (009) was located at the far north end of the site. It measured 19.20m long, 1.70m
wide and had a maximum depth 0.32m and was orientated in a northwest to southeast. It had three
fills; the top fill (003), the middle fill (010) and the basal fill (011). Fill (003) contained post-
medieval pottery including a sherd of blackware. No diagnostic finds were discovered in the two
bottom fills. Water was covering the far north end of the site including a portion of this field

boundary; we were therefore unable to fully investigate this feature.

The field boundary (023) was located to the south of (009) approximately 0.50m away. It was
orientated in the same northwest to southeast direction as the field boundary (009). The feature was
4.70m long, 1.47m wide and 0.23m deep. It contained two fills; the upper fill (017) and (021) the
basal fill. The upper fill (017) contained two pottery sherds of a similar post-medieval type to that in
the ditch (009).

The field boundary (022) was located at the east side of the site to the south of (009). It was also
orientated northwest to southeast. It measured 6m long, 3.76m wide and 0.36m deep. It contained two
fills (015) and (016), which turned out to be the same context. No finds were found in this shallow
feature.

Pit (008) truncated the field boundary (023) at its west end. It was 1.30m long (east to west), 1.10m
wide (north to south) and 0.40m deep. It contained three fills; the upper fill (004), (006) the middle
fill and (007) at its base. Fill. (006) was a charcoal rich burnt material but no finds were retrieved

from this feature.
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Pit (012) was located at the field boundary (009) northwest end and was truncated by the feature. It

contained one charcoal rich fill (005) and no finds.

The final feature was a recent test trench orientated north-northeast to south-southwest, which

truncated (023), (022) and most likely (009).

3.2 Summary
The two pits (008) and (012) are located near each other, 2m apart and may be associated. The three
field boundaries or ditches (009), (023) and (022) do not cut each other and have the same orientation

northwest to southeast.
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4 Discussion and Conclusion

It is possible that all three field boundaries/ditches (009), (023) and (022) are contemporaneous as
they do not cut each other and have roughly the same orientation northwest to southeast. However,
the two pits (008), and (012) are very near each other and perhaps they are associated. If the pits are
contemporaneous then the ditch (009) is later as it truncates the pit (012). However, all the features
appear to be post medieval in date and have an agricultural use possibly associated with the nearby

farmhouse.

Excavations Along the A1/N1 Newry to Dundalk Link Road Area 15, Site 118 16



Archaeological Development Services Ltd

5 Recommendations

5.1 Finds

Only a few sherds of post medieval pottery including one piece of blackware were recovered from
the excavations (Appendix II). The artifacts will be analysed by the appropriate specialist. Should
additional artifacts be recovered from the processed samples they will be analysed by the appropriate

specialists.

5.2 Samples
5.2.1 Macrobotanical analysis
The site director has decided that no samples need be selected for macrobotanical analyses due to the

modern date of the site.

5.2.2 Radiocarbon analysis

The site director has decided that no samples need be selected for radiocarbon analyses due to the
modern date of the site. However, if a radiocarbon date is required the director proposes that the
samples listed in Table 2 be sent for radiocarbon analysis. The pit (008) contained the only charcoal

rich deposit (006) on the site.

Table 1 Samples collected for radiocarbon analysis

Context | Sample No. Feature Reason for sample

006 <2> (008) Charcoal. Fill of pit

006 <3> (008) Charcoal rich soil sample from pit
006 <9> (008) Charcoal rich soil sample from pit
006 <11> (008) Charcoal. Fill of pit
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6 Quantification of the Materials and Records

6.1 Quantity of the record

The site archive comprises those items listed in Table 2:

Table 2 Records Inventory

Archaeological Development Services Ltd

Form Number (after voids)
Context Sheets 24

Photographs (Rolls) 52 Frames in 5 Rolls
Sections and Plans Sections 4; Plans 8
Finds 2

Samples 15

6.1.1 Context sheets

Twenty-four context sheets are archived at the ADS Dublin facility and are in queue for entry into the

project database.

6.1.2 Drawings

Eight plans and four sections/profiles.
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Appendices
Appendix I Context log
Context | Grid Type Description
(001) Topsoil | Dark brown loose silty sand that covered entire site
(002) Natural | Orange-brown loose silty sand/gravel mixture, the natural subsoil
(003) 90/100 | Fill Grey-brown silty sand. Upper fill of field boundary/ditch (009).
(004) 90/100 | Fill Grey-brown silty sand. Upper fill of pit (008).
(005) 90/100 | Fill Mid-grey gravelly clay. Singular fill of small pit (012).
(006) 90/100 | Fill Black-dark grey silty sand. Burnt fill of pit (008).
(007) 90/100 | Fill Mid dark brown gravelly sandy clay. Basal fill of pit (008).
(008) 90/100 | Cut Pit containing three fills (004), (006) and (007).
(009) 90/100 | Cut Cut of a field boundary or ditch, contains the fills (003), (010) and
100/100 (011)
100/90
110/90
(010) 90/100 | Fill Grey/brown silty sand. Fill of (009).
100/100
100/90
110/90
(011) 90/100 | Fill Grey-brown silt. Basal fill of (009).
100/100
100/90
110/90
(012) 90/100 | Cut Cut of small pit filled by (005).
(013) 100/90 | Fill Redeposited topsoil. Fill of test trench (024).
(014) 90/100 | Fill Grey brown silty sand. This is a slight variant of the natural subsoil.
100/100
(015) 100/90 | Fill Grey-brown mottled silty sand. Same as (016) fill of (022) a shallow
ditch.
(016) 100/90 | Fill Grey-brown mottled silty sand. Same as (015) fill of (022) a shallow
ditch.
(017) 90/100 | Fill Brown-grey silty sand. Upper fill of cut (023).
100/100
(018) 100/90 | - Non archaeological, natural subsoil.
(019) 100/90 | - Non archaeological, natural subsoil.
(020) 100/90 | - Non archaeological, natural subsoil.
021) 90/100 | Fill Grey silty sand. Lower fill of the ditch/field boundary (023).
100/100
(022) 100/90 | Cut Linear shallow cut of a field boundary. Filled by (015) and (016).
(023) 90/100 | Cut Linear cut a possible field boundary/ditch. Filled with (017) and
100/100 (021).
(024) 100/90 | Cut Cut of recent test trench. Filled with (013).
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Appendix II Finds per context list

Context Description

(003) fill of ditch (009) Large pieces of post medieval pot sherds, including one fragment
of blackware

(017) fill of ditch (023) Two sherds of post medieval pottery
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Appendix III Sample list

Sample | Context | Bags Reason for Sample

1 (004) 1 Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.

2 (006) 1 Charcoal. Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.
3 (006) 1 Burnt Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.

4 (003) 1 Fill of ditch (009). Environmental

5 (010) 1 Fill of ditch (009). Environmental

6 (003) 1 Fill of ditch (009). Environmental

7 (011) 1 Fill of ditch (009). Environmental

8 (004) 1 Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.

9 (006) 1 Burnt Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.

10 (007) 1 Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.

11 (006) 1 Charcoal. Fill of pit (008). Radiocarbon dating.
12 (005) 1 Fill of pit (012). ). Radiocarbon dating.

13 (017) 1 Fill of ditch (023). Environmental

14 (021) 1 Fill of ditch (023). Environmental

15 (015) 1 Fill of ditch (022). Environmental
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